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Chapter 1

Introduction

I
t is for these reasons that I feel eminently qualified to write this book.  I am you, the reader.  I am somebody who has been a Christian all my life and I have been longing to see the super​natural power of the Holy Spirit flow through me in signs and wonders.  I have at times felt embarrassed to be a Christian because I was aware that I was inef​fectual and powerless.  I honestly knew the power of God.  I have had encounters with His power and his love, but I didn’t know how to act​ivate my faith so His power could flow through me.

I know the truth of what I write in this book because just a few years ago, I was a “Sunday Christian” who became desperate for some​thing more than “church” and decided to do something to change it.  The result has been literally miraculous.  I am a walking test​​imony of what happens when anybody, not just a minister or some​body “called by God,” decides to passionately pursue revival and the miraculous life to which we are destined.

In the last couple of years, God has taught me many things.  He showed me where the start button is on the engine of the Holy Spirit.  Then He dared me to press it.  When I did, I realized that the same Holy Spirit at work in Jesus, in the apostles, and in revivalists such as John G. Lake and William Branham is now at work in me.  This is the same Holy Spirit available to every believer.  God doesn’t play favor​ites.  He gives all of us access to the same power, without limits.  The only limitations are set by us, not Him.

For the first time in my life, starting approximately three years ago, I learned how to step out in faith and walk in the realm of the miracu​lous.  God has honored my steps of faith and He has done many super​natural things through me.  He has prophesied to other people through me.  He has given me words of knowledge about peo​ple, so that I was able to know things about them I couldn’t have possibly known except through an immediate divine revelation.  He has healed hundreds of sick people as His power has flowed through my hands.  He has cast out demons.  He has freed people from the bond​age of witchcraft.  He has done great and wondrous things through me simply because I said, “God, use me!  I want your gifts!  I want your Holy Spirit to work through me.  I believe your promises.  Here I am, send me!”  And He honored my request because He’s al​ways wanted to answer that prayer more than I wanted Him to.  He had to wait until I became hungry and desperate for more of Him.

This is an example of a block quotation.  You can use this “Quotation” style for scriptures or longer quotations that need to be in their own paragraph.  If this text is too small or if you want to change the font, just edit the style in Microsoft Word.  By modifying the style, every paragraph that has the “Quotation” style applied to it will also change.  This way, you can apply changes to all of your block quotes instantly, even if you have dozens of them throughout your book.
By the time you finish this book, you will not just learn about the spiritual gifts available to you.  These gifts will be activated in you.  You will learn practical ways to prophesy over people.  You will know the importance of creating a healthy revival culture.  You will know how to release God’s healing for the sick.  You will truly understand the authority you carry as a “citizen of heaven”.  You will walk in your identity as a son or daughter of God.  You will understand the power of your spoken words, to release divine power and to transform situa​tions.

Most of all, you will understand how to take your faith and put it into action which will release miracles around you.  The Holy Spirit enables you to do signs, wonders, and miracles so you can glorify the name of Jesus.  Once you know the basic keys, you’ll realize it’s not as hard as you thought.

And finally, you will realize that Jesus expects believers to do mira​culous things. A life of miracles is the normal Christian life!  Having a hard time believing such a radical statement?  Read on!
The “Audience Member” Mentality

I am 34 years old.  I gave my heart to God when I was three.  I’ve walked with God my whole life, but ever since I was a child I’ve al​ways wanted the gift of healing.  I’ve seen healing ministers in church and I’ve seen the power of God work through them.  I thought it was one of the most amazing things I’ve ever seen.  Watching some​one be healed by the power and love of Jesus made me fall even more deeply in love with Him.  I eagerly desired the gift of healing in my own life.
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Unfortunately, I believed a lie.  Somehow, I began to define the limits of my Christian growth by the fact that I was always in the “audience” when a healing minister was up front releasing God’s heal​ing into someone.  I never saw another “audience” member with this gift.  So I formed the (incorrect) conclusion that people in the pews couldn’t have the gift of healing because they weren’t ministers or pastors or somebody “important.”  I know it sounds simplistic and ridiculous.  But I believed it without knowing it.  I only realized this recently as I looked back on my life and saw the pattern in myself.  I wonder how many other Christians have this accidental view of the gifts of the Spirit.  “If God would just call me into ‘ministry’, then He would give me these amazing gifts… then He would place His power and authority on my life so I could see Him work miracles, signs and wonders through me, also.”

In fact, about ten years ago I was talking with another church member and I told him that I’d wanted the gift of healing since I was very young.  He looked at me with a smile and said, “Well, if God calls you into the healing ministry, then you’ll get it.”  Amazingly, he was both 100% right and 100% wrong.

As you’ll read in this book, every Christian is called into the heal​ing ministry!  The man who told me this statement meant that if God called me into a “healing ministry,” then I could have the gift of heal​ing.  But I have been in “ministry” ever since I was filled with the Holy Spirit!

I remember praying for the sick occasionally throughout my Christian walk.  When I say “occasionally,” I mean once or twice a year.  Honestly, I hated praying for the sick.  Yes, I had sympathy for them.  I knew God could heal them and I wanted to see them be heal​ed.  But I didn’t believe God could heal them through me because I wasn’t one of those healing ministers on stage.  I was just another “audience member.”  Without thinking this consciously, I basically figured that there was a reason I was in the audience:  because if I really did have a gift of healing, I wouldn’t be in the “audience” any​more.

My level of faith restricted the power of God that wanted to flow through me. I didn’t believe God’s power could honestly flow through me.  I didn’t know my identity in God.  I didn’t know that He called me, and every other Christian, into an amazing destiny.  I thought it was a destiny that only belonged to a very select few.

learning in ministry school and I wanted to see him healed, but I was scared that nothing would happen.  Of course, I couldn’t turn him down because that would be rude.  And I was curious to see what God would do through me now that I knew He could work miracles through me.  So I prayed for Ben.  I put my hand on his head and I commanded the pain to go.

I prayed and commanded for maybe 20 seconds.  I ran out of words to say and I wasn’t really sure anything was going to happen any​way, so I didn’t want to belabor it needlessly.  I asked him how he felt.

I was shocked when he said, “Oh, you didn’t even need to pray!  The moment you put your hand on my head, the pain disappeared instantly.”

That statement blew a gigantic hole in my religious performance mentality!  What did he mean, I didn’t even have to pray?  Was that possible?  But then, I remembered that there were times that Jesus never said a word to someone who was healed through His power.  It was simply a matter of faith.  God honors our faith, not our prayers.  Yes, our prayer can be an expression of faith, but sometimes it becomes a replacement for faith; a religious exercise without an honest expectation of a miracle.

When Ben asked me to pray for him, I had “head knowledge.”  I believed theoretically that God could heal Ben through me because I’d been taught this in ministry school and I’d seen the truth in God’s Word.  But I needed to actually try it out so that it would be pressed down deep into me and become “heart knowledge.”  I had to take a risk and try it out, despite the fact that I had never seen anyone get healed through me.  By taking a risk based on what I believed to be true, God was able to let His power flow through my hands the moment I put them on Ben’s forehead.  My faith allowed my hands to become a conduit for God’s power.

Another two weeks later, Ben came into my room saying he had back pain and he wanted to be healed.  He confidently told me, “I know God’s going to heal me through you because He already did it once before.”  I placed my hand on his back, took authority over the pain, and commanded it to leave him.  Once again, God healed Ben through my hands and my faith.  Now, with two healings, I was gain​ing incredible confidence.  God really did want to heal people through me!  I really could offer the power of Jesus to the world!  You can imagine my sheer joy at the thought of walking with the power of God inside me, ready to release it into those in need.

“Oh, you need to hear from God?  Let me tell you what God is saying to you right now!  Let me describe the pleasure He feels toward you.”

“You’ve had leg pain for several years?  The God of heaven and earth lives inside me and He wants to heal you right now through my hands.  Can I place my hands on your leg and release God’s healing power into your body?”

I felt like my Christian life had just received a massive jolt of adrenaline.  I felt more alive than I’ve ever felt in my life.  Even as I write this two years later, I still feel alive.  Every day is filled with excitement and awe as I wonder what amazing thing God will do through me next.  I walk in realms of possibility where before I used to live in fear of impossibilities.  Now, I know that impossibilities must bow before the name of Jesus.  I know that I am His ambassador.  I know that when I speak a word of healing, God’s power rushes to that word to make it come true.  I know that when I lay my hands on the sick, I’m actually laying the hands of Jesus on that person because He lives inside me and I am the body of Christ.

By understanding my identity, I walk with an expectation that people will encounter the God who lives inside me.  I make room for Him to be seen in my life by taking risks and stepping out in faith.  And I am seeing Jesus glorified as He works miracles, signs and wonders through me.  He no longer walks on earth in His own body.  Now, He walks on earth through my body.  And through yours.  And through every believer who is filled with His Holy Spirit.

I am no different than you.  I am an “audience member” who en​countered the truth of my Christian destiny.  I am filled with the Holy Spirit so that I can glorify the name of Jesus by displaying his power to the world, just as Jesus did Himself.

This truth is for you, but it must be encountered through an ex​perience.  As you read this book, don’t let it become mere “head knowledge.”  Look for ways to try it out.  When you try it and you see that it works, then it will become “heart knowledge.”  You will have encountered the truth, as I did at the coffee counter, and you will realize that this is more than information.  It is the reality of the kingdom of God.
Chapter 2
My New Chapter
I

n Week 4, I taught the students about the book writing process and how necessary it is to spend some time preparing for the writing process before starting to write.  Many people start writing a book too soon but do so without a plan.


Although preparation seems like a boring and passion-killing task, it is crucial to the task of writing a book.  The time you spend on preparation at the beginning will enable you to reach your goal of writing and completing a book.  It’s like getting a paycheck and spending 100% of it on things that bring instant gratification.  When all that money is gone, there is nothing left to show for it.  But if you take 10% of that paycheck and put it in a savings or investment account, you’ve just created something that’s going to profit in your future.
In this week’s class, I talked about the Power of Focus, then I explained about the importance of defining boundaries for your book and it’s ideas.

I also gave the four steps necessary to write and complete a book:

· Ideas & Brainstorming

· Research

· Outlining

· Writing

These steps are generally done in this order.  You probably don’t want to do research or brainstorming after writing your book!  Similarly, it’s better to get as many of your ideas out on paper before starting your research or creating an outline.

Finally, I had Zachary Gudelunas give a 20-minute present​ation on a powerful brainstorming technique known as Mind Mapping.  He demonstrated this technique using free software available for the Macintosh and created a mind map illustration in front of the class, working with Angelo Jeanpierre to map out ideas for Angelo’s book about restoration.

Zachary then helped Kristina Waggoner create a mind map for her book using a whiteboard so the class could see the process using another student’s ideas and using a traditional pen-based approach rather than using computer software.  Kristina became instantly hooked on mind mapping after admitting that she finds it very difficult to get her ideas down in outline form.

Next week, I’ll be handing out and going over a 10-page worksheet that will help the students discover and define the parameters of their book.  This worksheet will be the foundation for each author’s book.  Next week’s class will be very practical and very fun!

No homework was assigned for this week.
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